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The following " Report of Investigations concerning the Fami- 
ly of Baldwin, of Aston Clinton, co. Backs," was sent to me by 
Col. Chester shortly before his death, and it was his desire that 
I should oflPer it to the Register for publication. It corrects many 
very inexcusable blunders in the pedigree given in *' Notes on the 
Baldwin Family," for which Miss Bainbridge is responsible, which 
appeared in Register, xxvi. 295. Free use has been made of Col. 
Chester's report by Mr. C. C. Baldwin, of Cleveland, in his ''Bald- 
win Genealogy," published about two years ago, but it has never 
been printed in a completed form. 

The very undeserved credit given to me in the preface to Mr. C. 
C. Baldwin's volume for these investigations concerning the early 
history of the family in England, should have been given to Col. 
Chester. G. W. Baldwin. 

Bostouj Mass. 




THE FAMILY OF BALDWIN 



OF ASTON CLINTON, BUCKS. 



T' HAT the name of Baldwin, in various ortliograpliical forms, was preva- 
lent in the county of Buckingham, from a very early period, and espe- 
cially in the neighborhood of Aylesbury, is evident from its appearance in 
ancient records. The recurrence of it, however, is at such rare intervals, and 
under such circumstances, that it has been impossible to connect the vari- 
ous persons mentioned, or to establish the relationship of the earliest Icnown 
Baldwins of Aston Clinton with those of other parts of the county. Al- 
though occasionally one of the same elevated himself to a position suffi- 
ciently prominent to leave a trace of his existence in the public records, it 
may be safely assumed timt the great majority of the race were of a social 
rank below that of the couutry genty. No better proof of this can be re- 
quired tlian the single fact that among all the Inqnisitions jdm( Mor'iem, from 
their institution in the year 1340 down to the year 1600. there are but two 
which relate to the Baldwins of Bucks. One of these is thai of Richard 
Baldwin, who died 21 Sept. 1485, leaving hia brother John, tUeu in his sev- 
enteenth year.hia heir. He held in socage of the king the manor of Olter- 
arsfee in Aylesbury, probably a manor so small that it was long since ab- 
sorbed by some larger one, as no further trace of it can he discovered. The 
other Inquisition is that of the well known Sir John Baldwin, Chief Jus- 
tice of the Common Pleas, who died 24 Oct. 1545, leaving no male issue 
surviving. He was unquestionably the most eminent Buckinghamshire 
Baldwin down to the end of the sixteenth century. 

The eai'Iiesl Baldwin will preserved in the Prerogative Court of Canter- 
bury, in which court, the great bulk of the wills of the whole country were 
proved, and whose records commence in 13SS, is that of John Baldewyn, 
which wasdated the 2d of June and proved the 21st of July, 14GD, by his 
relict Edith. The will (which is short and in Latin) contains the usual 
religious bequests of the period, and charges his estate with twenty marks 
per annum as an annuity (or his widow, who of course also had his person- 
alty, tie evidently died childless, as he bequeatheil all his lands and ten- 
ements in the county of Bucks Co his brother William. He was, therefore, 
evidently one of the Buckinghamshire Baldwins, but there is no trace of 
his ancestry obtainable, and nothing can be discovered of bis brother Wil- 
liam. This John Baldwin was a member of Gray's lun, and held the oUice 
of Cominou Serjeaut of London, which office still exists. He was buried, 
as he directed, in the Church of the Grey Friars in London, whose site is 
I now oct:upied by the well known Cliriat's Hospital, better known as the 
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" Blue Coat School." (In the Messrs. Nichols's " Collectanea Topograph- 
ica et Genealogica," Vol. V. page 288, the date of his death, probably by 
an error in transcribing, is wrongly given as 10 Aprils 1469. It will be 
seen that his will was not made until the 2d of June in that year.) 

In the local Registry of the Archdeaconry of Bucks, the earliest Bald- 
win will is of the date of 1522. (There is, however, the record of probate 
of the will of a John Baldwin in 1483, but it does not give even his resi- 
dence, and unfortunately the will itself is not recorded.) Thomas Bawde- 
wyn, of the farm of Wendover, made his will on the 7th of May, 1522, 
and it was proved on the 15th of the same month by his relict Joane. He 
directed to be buried in the church yard. He left £6 to his son John, and 
£4 to his daughter Agnes, their mother to have the control of it till they 
were sixteen years old, but, in case she married again, then his father Ro- 
bert Bawdewyn, and her father John Gynger, were to receive it for his 
childrens' use. There is nothing else in the will. 

Let me state here that in pursuing my investigations I have taken full 
abstracts of every Baldwin will, and record of administration, existing in 
the two Registries named, beyond which it would be useless to go, as the 
wills of Buckinghamshire people were proved in one of these courts. I 
have also examined every reference to the name at the Public Record 
Office, and obtained all there is to be had from the Patent Rolls, Fines, 
Subsidies, Inquisitions, Chancery Proceedings, &c. &c. I have also visited 
Aston Clinton, and obtained every entry of the name of Baldwin from the 
Parish Registers. And, finally, I have exhausted my own extensive pri- 
vate genealogical collections, the accumulation of twenty years' incessant 
and laborious research. Of course, I have acquired a vast amount of mar 
terial respecting the Baldwins generally that can be of no possible use in the 
present inquiry. I have carefully separated the chaff from the wheat, and 
the following pages will be exclusively confined to the descent of the Aston 
Clinton line. I have only to add that, as I shall give my authority for 
every statement made, the entire account may be unhesitatingly relied upon. 

I may as well say at once that the early portion of the pedigree, printed 
in the N. E. Hist, and Gen. Register, July, 1872, vol. xxvi. page 294, is 
entirely erroneous. My pedigree, as will be seen hereafter, will commence 
with two brothers, Richard and John Baldwin. Henry Baldwin of Dun- 
dridge, with his brother John and sister Lettice Foster, named in the pedi- 
gree in the Register, were children of this Richard, and not of Sylvester, 
son of John. Of the first two generations as given in the pedigree in the 
Register, I have only to say that I can find no record of a subsidy being- 
paid by John Baldwin on the manor of Otterarsfee in 1542, and no deed of 
1546, or of any other date, by which he gave lands to his son Sylvester on 
his marriage with Sarah Gelly. If any such records ever existed, they do 
not exist now, at all events in the only places where they alone should be 
found. The taxes on the manor of Dundridge were not paid in 1579 by 
Sylvester Baldwin and his sou Henry, as this pedigree states, but by Henry 
and Richard Baldwin, most probably father and son, who, as will be pre- 
sently seen, had recently become the possessors of it. No Sylvester Bald- 
win died at Aston Clinton in 1593, but one was buried there in 1592, and 
will be found in his proper place in the ensuing narrative. Without at- 
tempting to account for these extraordinary errors — the more extraordina- 
ry because, as will be seen hereafter, they were entirely unnecessary — I 
leave the forthcoming facts to rectify them. 

There is no apparent reason why the John Baldwin named in the Inqui- 



sltion post mortem of Richard Baldwio in 1485 as his brother and heir, may 
not havB heen the father of Richard and John mho commence the new ped- 
igree. The recurrence of the same christian names is suggestive, and, aa 
this John was born in 146U, be may reasonably have been father of sons 
dying in 15^3 and 15(i5. It would, however, be unsafe to assume it mere- 
ly on the strength of the christian names, for those of Richard and John 
appear to have been common in every family of the name in Bucks, and I 
have not been able to find any trace of this John after the date of the In- 
quisitiou. On the other hand, I do find in a Subsidy Roll of the reign of 
King Henry VIII., but the date of which is unfortunately gone, a Robert 
Baldwin of Aston Clinton, asaesaed at £13, from £8 of which he was re- 
lieved on account of the marriage of hia son, and also a Richard Baldwin 
of the same place, aasesaed at 4U ahillings. If we could but be certain that 
tbeee two assessments applied to father and son, I think we might be pret- 
ty safe in carrying our pedigree a generation farther hack. But this Ro- 
bert Baldwin left no will, and I can discover nothing more of him. I pre- 
fer, therefore, to oorameace the new pedigree with the two brothers, Rich- 
ard and John, concerning whom the testimony is positive, leaving the pos- 
sible identification of their progenitors, as it must he left, to the chance of 
Booident. perhaps by some lucky reference in the wills or other records of 
the families with which they intermarrieil. Richard was evidently the 
eldest of the two brothers, for which reason, and also because his line 
were tlie possessors of Dundridge for several generations, I shall at first 
pursue tiioir history without interruption, and then return to the line of 
jotin. In each case I witl distinguish the difiereut generations hy Roman 
nomerals. 

I, RrcHAHD Baldwin, described as of ■' Donrigge," in the parish of 
Aston Clinton, co. Bucks, yeoman, made his will 1 6 Jan. 6 Edw. VL 

[1552-3]. In the body of the wilt the name is indifferently spelt 

■■ Bawldwyn " and " Baldwyn," but, as the record is a copy of the 
will, and has not bis signature, it is impassible to say how he may 
have signed his name. The tijllowing is a complete abstract of the 
will, nothing being omitted, as in all cases, except the useless 
verbiage : 

To be burifd in the church-yard of Aalon Clinton — to Alis my 
daughter 20 marks wheu married — to Agnes my daughter £12 when 
19 and to Cicelly and Letise my daughters each £10. when 19 — to 
John my son my farm at Doiigrove in the parisli of Chesham, when 
2S, but, if he die before that age, then the same to Henry my son 
— to Richar<l my son my tenth iu Cholahurj and the lands belong- 
ing thereto, when 23 — to Ellyn my wife and Henry my son the rents 
of my said houses & lands towards bringing up my children — to 
Heughe Baldwyn my brother's son, £6. 13' 4* — small bequests to 
godchildren, tenants & servants — to Henry my sou 10 silver spoons 
und a maser — the residue of all personalty to Ellyn my wife & Hen- 
ry my son equally, & tliey to ba my esecutora — overseers of my 
witl, my brothers John Baldwyn & John Apuke. 

This will was proved in the Court of the Archdeaconry of Bucks, 
21 Feb. 1552-3, by the relict Ellen and the son Henry Baldwin, tlie 

le original will of (he widow Ellen is among the records of the 
t of the Archiieacoiiry ot Bucks, but the probate act is miss- 
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ing, 80 that it is impossible to determine exaxstly when it was proved, 
and thus obtain the approximate date of her death. The date is the 
24th of some month [the paper just here eaten or torn away] in the 
8th year of Queen Elizabeth. The exact date may therefore have 
been the 24th of November, 1565, or the 24th of any month there- 
after down to 24th October, 1566. She signed her name " Elyn 
Baldwin," and described herself as of " Donrich," in the parish of 
Aston Clinton, co. Bucks, widow. The following is a full abstract 
of the will : 

To be buried in the church yard of Aston Clinton — to the poor 
there 12**, & to the poor of Cholsbury 12^ — to each of my god- 
children 4 pence — to each of my childrens' children 4 pence — to each 
of my daughters Cecilye and Lettys sundry linen, household stuff, 
&c. when married, they to be guided in their marriage by my cou- 
sin George Baldwin — to Richard and Sylvester, children of my son 
Henry Baldwin, each 12 pence — residue of personalty to my son 
John Baldwin, and he to be my executor— overseer, my son Henry 
Baldwin. 

It may be well to say here that the Register of Marriages at As- 
ton Clinton begins 8 July, 1561, that of Baptisms 3 Dec. 1565, and 
that of Burials 12 Feb. 1560-1. Hence the burial of this Richard 
Baldwin is not in the Register, as a matter of course, but why that 
of his widow Ellen is missing, when she directed to be buried there, 
can only be conjectured. As she named her son John as her exec- 
utor, she may, after the date of her will, have gone to reside with 
him, and have been buried at Chesham. Who she was does not 
appear, unless she was sister of the John Apuke whom her husband 
named as his brother, i. e. brother in law. If so, her family name 
is perhaps represented by the modern Pooke, 

As both Richard Baldwin and his wife Ellen described themselves 
as of Dundridge, it may be as well just here to explain the descent 
of that manor, or " reputed manor,*' as it is sometimes called. In 
the possession of the Montacutes from an early period, — as early as 
1320, — it descended to the celebrated Margaret, Countess of Salis- 
bury, who was beheaded in 1541, when, under her attainder, it fell 
to the Crown. Shortly after. King Henry VIII. bestowed it upon 
Sir John Baldwin, the Chief Justice, who held it at his death, 24 
Oct. 1545, when, with his other estate, it passed to his heirs, who 
were, as stated in his Inquisition post mortem^ Thomas Packington, 
son and heir of his daughter Agnes, and John Burlacy, son and heir 
of his daughter Petrouilla. In the subsequent division of the 
estate Dundridge appears to have fallen into the sole possession of 
the Pakingtons, passing from Thomas Pakington, above mentioned, 
to his son and heir John Pakington, who, on the 1st of March, 1577 
-8, according to Patent Roll, 20 Eliz., Part 5, alienated it, with 
other messuages, tenements, &c., in Aston Clinton, Chesham and 
Wendover, co. Bucks, to '* Henry and Richard Baldwin," and it 
was they, of course, who paid the taxes upon it the following year, 
wrongly stated elsewhere to have been paid by '* Sylvester Baldwin 
& his sou Henry." 

It will be seen, therefore, that, although Richard Baldwin, in his 
will, in 1552-3, described himself as of Dundridge, he could only h^ve 
been the tenant cf the *nanor, qp> tbc ownership did not pass from 



the Pakingtons ontil 1577-8. It seemed curious and suggestive. 
that only seven or eight years after the death of Sir John Baldwiu, 
another Baldwin should be found apparently io the possession of 
this manor, and the fact seemed to indicate some very near connec- 
tion ; bait none can be discovered, while the discovery of the fact 
contained in ihe Patent Roll perfectly explains the apparent 
myatery. 

There may be a question wheiher the Uenry ami Richard Bald- 
win, to whom John Pakington so conveyeil the manor, were the two 
brothers, or the father and son. If the former, Uiohard certainly at 
some subsequent date parted with his interest — of which, however, 
no record can be found — because it is perfectly certain that Dun- 
dridge continued in the line of Henry until the heir of his descend- 
ant in the sisth generation, a hundred and seventy years later, final- 
ly sold it to a stranger, as wilt appear hereafter. I think it more 
likely that the conveyance was made to Henry and his son Richard. 
This is. however, of little importance. 

We find, then, Richard Baldwin, with whom we commence our 
pedigree, a substantial yeoman of the first half of the eirteenth cen- 
tury, of sufficient mejins and importance to rent the manor and oc- 
cu[iy the manor-house, and also able to possess at least one other 
farm, and lease the tithes in another parish. His money bequests 
to his children, when ranltiplied by ten in order to obtain their ill- 
ative value, were by iio means inconsiderable, and tlie bequest of 
ten silver spoons elevates him at once to a position superior to those 
by whom he was surrounded. If nothing is ever learned of his an- 
tecedents, he is an ancestor of whom his descendants need not be 
ashamed. 

The children of Richard and Ellen Baldwin, as we have now 
lejirued from their wills, were as follows : 

, HENRr, of whom beresfter. 

. John. At the dnte of his father's will, in I55S-3, be was not yet 93 yeata of 
age, and at that a^ was to have the tiirm of Dongrove. in Obcsham. 
He wBs named an his mother's executor in her will, dated in 1S65 or 6, 
and OS the oTerseer of his brother Ueurj's will, iiited 2 Jan. 1591>-1S00, 
hut these are the only traces of him 1 have been able to lind. He certain- 
ly left no will, unless he went into some other part of the country, and it 
was prored in some other diocese, 

. RiCBiBD. I find nothiug positive about him beyond the fiicts in his fa- 
ther's will, viz., thnt he was not 33 in 1553-3, and was to have the tithes 
and lauds In Cliotibury. He may have been the Richard to whom, in con- 
juDOtion with Henry, the maoor uf Dundrldge was oonveyed by John Pak- 
ington in 15T7-8. hut. as I have said befure, 1 do not tliiuk so. He is uot 
named in nny of the wills alter thnt of his father. I find, however, the 
will of a Richard Baldwin, of Cliohbiiry, "weaver," doted 23 May, 
163(1, which must not be overluoked. The following is a full abstract ofit : 
To Isabell my wife one third ul my goods t ohiLttels — to Nathaniel my 
son £10— to Joseph my son halfan acre of land colled Hunt's Wick, when 
31^ — to my daughter Mary Pratt (Is. 8d. A to her daughter Mary 8 sheep, ft 
her other S obildren eauh a sheep— to tny dauj^bter Hannah £13. 6. 8, Ss 
m; 2 other daaghters Christian & Sarah each £l()., when 21 or married — 
all reeidue to 'rimolhy uy eldest son, and he \a be my executor. 

The son I'tmoihy proved the will, in the Court of the Archdeaconry of 
Bucks. 16 May. 1(1.13. 

Although this Richard evidently could not have been the one who had 
the Cholebury lands m IS52-3, unless he had these children in his ex- 
treme old age, yet it seems not unlikely that he wtM bis son, and, as I can 
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find no traces of tbe three sons Timothy, Nathaniel and Joseph named 
the will, after the probate in 1633, 1 think there can be little if any doi 
that they were the three of those names who emigrated to New Englai 
appearing at Milford in 1639. The Registers of Cnolsbury begin in 15 
and perhaps mificht clear up this matter. 

4. Alice. She was living unmarried in 155^3, but, as she was not named 

her mother's will in 1565 or 6, she probably died and was buried at Asl 
Clinton, before 1560- 1^ the date when the registers begin. 

5. Agnes, who was unmarried and not 19 at the date of her father's will. S 

was married at Aston Clinton, 18 Nov. 1566, to William Grange, I 
lived less than four months, and was buried there 10 March, 1566-7. 
remarried, and was finally buried at Aston Clinton, 14 Nov. 1582. In 
nuncupative will, dated 26 Sept. 1582, he named his wife Isabell and 
sons Henry and Thomas, and made Henry Baldwin, of Aston Clinton, 
first wife's brother, his executor. 

6. CiCELT. She was named as unmarried in her father's will in 1552-3, and 

her mother's in 1565 or 6, but not in that of her brother Henry in 151 
1600. 

7. Lettice. She was still unmarried in 1565-6, but is named in the will of \ 

brother Henry, 1599-1600, as wife of (blank) Foster. In the will of ] 
nephew Robert Baldwin, son of her brother Henry, dated 22 March, K 
-6, she is again mentioned, as living at Tring, co. Herts, after which I 
not hear of ner. 

We now return to the eldest son of Richard and Ellen Baldw 
viz. : 

II. Henry Baldwin, who was his father's executor in 1552-3, and wl 
in 1577-8, became the first owner of Dundridge. His will, 
" Henry Baldwin, of Dunridge, in the parish of Aston Clinton, 
Bucks, Yeoman," was dated on the 2d of January, 1599-1600. 1 
following is a full abstract : 

To the poor of Aston Clinton 20 shillings, of Cholsbury 20 si 
lings, of Wendover 5 shillings, & of Great Missenden 3 shillinga 
4 pence — to Edmund Stouhill of St. Leonard's 2 shillings — to Tt 
mas Gerye of St. Leonard's 12 pence — to widow Tomkins of i 
Leonard's 2 shillings — to Thomas Chapman ot St. Leonard's 
pence — to widow Pratt of St. Leonard's 12 pence — to my son Jo 
my 4 crofts in Wendover, called " Stjbbings," & £10. — to Rob 
my son my messes, lands & tents, &c. in Flanden & Hempstead 
elsewhere in co. Herts, also £40 — to Agnes my daughter £11 
within 2 years after my death, or at her marriage — to James Boi 
£40 — to Richard my son sundry furniture, household stuff, <! 
(enumerated) after the death of Alice my wife — to Sylvester i 
son £10. besides what he owes me, and to his sons John & Hei 
each six shillings and 8 pence — to Henry son of James Bonas 6 
— to Bartholomew Gravenje a ewe & lamb — " to Robert Baldv 
my late servant "12 pence — to each godchild 6 pence — to my sis 
Lettice Foster 20 shillings — to Thomas King of Swanborne 
shillings — to Richard Salter my son in law 10 sheep — all residue 
Alice my wife — my son Richard to be my executor, and my brotl 
John Baldwin and George Adams of Little Horwood, overseers. 

The will was proved at London, in the Prerogative Court of Cj 
terbury, 2 July, 1602, by Richard Baldwin, son and executor. H< 
ry Baldwin was buried at Aston Clinton, 1 June, 1602. 

The original will of his widow Alice is on file aniong the recoi 
of the Court of the Archdeaconry of Bucks, in which it was prov 
and is dated 4 June, 1622. She signed her name ^' Alice Ba 
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win," and ts described as of Dunridge (&c.), widow. Tho follow- 
ing li a full abstract : 

To be buried iu the parisb church of AetoD Clinton, near my late 
husband Henry Baldwin — to my sons Richard, SyWester, & John 
Baldwin, each £20. — to my daughter Mary Salter, £10., my best 
gold ring, best gown, &c. — to the children of my said son Sylves- 
ter Baldwin, viz. John, Henry, Sylvester, Bichard, William, Alice, 
& Jane, each 40 sbilliugs — to the children of my son John Baldwin, 
yiz. Richard, John, Mary, Agnes, & Martha, each 40s — to the child- 
ren of my daughter Mary Halter, viz. Richard, Thomas, John, Da- 
vid, Susanna, Mary, & Sarah, each 40 shillings — to the children of 
my daughter Jane Bonus, viz. Henry, James, John, Christian, Faith, 
Mary, & Jane, each a sum varying from £i. to £I0, — to Henry 
Stonehill my son in law, & bis children Henry. Jane & Agnes, each 
40 shillings — to Anne, daughter of my son Robert Baldwin, 40 
Bhillings — to my brother Thomas King 10 shillings & to his child- 
ren SO shillings among them — to William son of Thomas King 10 
shillings — to my sister Marie Mountegue 10 shillings — all residue 
equally to my sons Richard, Sylvester, & John Baldwin & my 
daughter Mary Salter — (she mentions incidentally that, she and her 
sou Richard occupy the manor of Dunridge) — my said sons Richard 
& John to be my executors — overseers, my friends Richard Cvippes, 
of St. Leonard's, Clerk, & Richard Salter, senior, of Hemel-Hemp- 
stead — if my s'* sons Richard & John decline to act, then my s^ sou 
Sylvester & my son in law Richard Salter, to be executors. 

The will was proved 14 Dec. 1626, by the son Richard only. 
She waa buried at Aston Clinton, 23 Nov. 1626. Her will is a 
model one, as she evidently named every living son and daughter 
and grandchild that she had. It is to be regretted that she was not 
more explicit about her own family, for it is impossible to determine 
whether Thomas King and Mary Montagu were her own brother 
and sister, or only brother and sister in law. It should be noticed 
that, while the first Richard Baldwin, the tenant of Dundridge, and 
his wife Ellen, both directed to be buried in the chixrch-yard, she 
directs to be buried in the church, where she says ber husband was 
also buried, a significant distinction between the tenant of the manor 
and the lord of it. It should also be noticed that in describing her 
husband she called him plain "Henry Baldwin," without the affix 
of "Esquire" or "Gentleman," which would certainly have been 
given him by any lawyer or scrivener of the period if it could have 
been properly applied. 

The children of Henry and Alice Baldwin, according to their 
wills, were as follows : 

Richard, who waa namod in his grandniother'B will in 166&-8,«aa his fa- 
ther's exeoutar in 1603, tiis brother Robert's in 1606. and bis mother's 
in 1626. As bin will was printed ia etlenaa in tbe Hist, and Gen. Rbo- 
tSTGR for July, 1873, volume 36, pp. 2U6-T. I sliall give only a brief, 
though fait genealogicat abstract of it here, for Che purposes of this nar- 
rative. (There are a few errors, evidently in trHnecribioK, in the copy in 
the RaoisTsa, which 1 will here point out, in order that they may be cur- 
tected. On pego 395, line 10 from bottom, read " with the appurte- 
nances." Ousame page, line B from bottom, " zx"" should be "ii>," 
i. e. SO nhilliogs instead of SO pounds. On page 396, line 10 from bot- 
tom, read " vi' " instead of " fi"." On same page, line Sfrom buttom, 
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for Annie f read Anne, On page 297, line 6 from top, instead of " Chafib " 
read '^Chasse" (i. e. Chase), On same page, line 31 from top, 
for **xx® *' read " xxi/' With these exceptions, the transcript in toe 
Register is strictly accurate.) 

His will, as ** Richard Baldwin, of Dun-Dridge, in the Parishe of As- 
ton Clinton, in the Countie of Bucks, Yeoman y^^ is dated on the 18th 
February, 1632-3. The following is a full abstract of it : 

To Mr. Hall, now the minister of St. Leonard's, £5. — to Henry Bald- 
win, son of my brother Sylvester, and my next heir, a close callea Brays 
Bush in Great Chesham & Wendoyer, paying to the poor of St. Leonards 
20 shillings yearly for 100 years ; also £20. on condition that he allows 
those men who have bought wood & timber of me, to cut down and carry 
the same away peaceably ; also '* one coffer with evidences concerninge 
this manner of Dundrid^e & also the evidences concernin^e the Chappell 
lande '* ; also a malt mill, a Corslet & its furniture, the furniture for one 
horse for service of the musters, & the tables, frames, forms, cupboards, 
wainscot, benches & armor in the hall, & the beet bedstead in the new 
chamber — to Christian my wife half my bedsteads not bequeathed, half my 
bed clothes & linen, half my pewter & brass, and the other moveable goods 
in the dwelling bouse to be divided equally between her & my executor ; 
also to my wi^ Christian 2 of my best beasts, 20 sheep, 3 hoggs, all my 
poultry, one quarter of wheat & one of malt, & all my wearing apparel, 
also £20. per annum for her life, and she to have sufficient house room Sa 
firewood — to my brother John Baldwin & his son John each £20, the rest 
of my money* in their hands to be paid to my executor — to my sister Mary 
Salter & her children John, David, Mary & Sarah Salter, each £10 — to 
the children of my sister Jane Bonus, viz, to Henry Bonus £20., James 
Bonus £10, Christian Bonus £30, Mar^ Bonus £100 & Jane Bonus £50, 
to the two latter in full payment of their grandmother's gifts & of their 
mother's goods — to Anne Bryant, daughter of my brother Robert Bald- 
win, and to her son Richard Bryant, a freehold tenement &c. in Wendo- 
ver, also £48. 6. 8 — to Henry Stonhill, son of my sister Anne Stonhill, 
£30. when 21, & 20 acres of free land in Drayton Beauchamp^to Anne 
Stonhiil, daughter of my sister Anne Stonhiil, £10. — to Richard Bald- 
win, son of my brother Sylvester Baldwin, £10 — to William Baldwin, 
son of my brother Sylvester, £10 — to Richard Baldwin, son of Silvester 
Baldwin of Aston Clinton, £10 — to each of my brothers & sisters children 
living at my death, 40 shilhngs — to Joane Chasse, my wife's sister, 40 
shillings — to William Darley a year's rent of the messuage wherein he 
now dwelleth —to Joyce Bernard, widow 20 shillings— to Silvester Tom- 
kins, John Tompkins, & George Baldwin, all of St. Leonards, each 208. 
— to Richard Gravener, widow Wilkins, widow Gourney, & Edward 
Springall, all of Buckland, each 20 shillings — to Richard Arnoll of Ches- 
ham, his sister Mary Garratt, Jonas Nuton of Cholsbury, widow Childe 
of flarridge, Robert Wilkins of Buckland, & Shem Ginger of St. Leon- 
ard's, each 20 shillings — to the poor of Aston Clinton 20 shillings, of St. 
Leonard's 20 shillings, & of Cholsbury 20 shillings — to each servant in my 
service at my death 10 shillings— to widow Cocke of St. Leonard's 20 
shillings — residue of all my goods &c. to Sylvester Baldwin of Aston 
Clinton, son of my brother Sylvester Baldwin, & he to be my executor. 
(Witnesses, William Grange & Henry Stonhiil.) 

The will was proved in the Court of the Archdeaconry of Bucks, 29 
Nov. 1636, by Sylvester Baldwin, nephew of the testator, and the execu- 
tor named. 

The will abundantly attests the substantial condition of Richard Bald- 
win, and is an excellent specimen of such documents. The amounts of 
the legacies show him to have been possessed of considerable means, for 
those amounts must be multiplied by ten, and the bequests sufficiently 
indicate the character of the man. After handsomely remembering all 
his immediate relations, he did not forget his tenants, the poor widows 
and other poor in his neighborhood, and finally his servants. That he 
was the owner of Dundridge is amply proved by his bequeathing to his 
heir the '* coffer containing the evidences," i. e. his title-deeds. It was 

• This would indicate that John the younger was of foil age in 1632, the date of the will. 
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Ii!s (kther'e befbre him, or jointl; with him. and the; purehnBtxl it from 

the Pakinctone, who had it from Sir Jobn Baldwin, as wh liive Been. [( 
ia closr, therefore, that thestatement in LipscomhB'fl Hiilory of Bueki, 
ii, 98, that iC aver " belonged to Sylaesler Baldwin," is an error. Lips- 
cambi! priibflbly confounded Henry, son of Ijylveeter, nilh Sylvester 
himsBlt. 

Kichard Baldwin died childleea, and was buried at Aston Clinton, 14 
Out. 103fi. 

His widow made her will on the 10th of Feiirunry, 1640-1, dencrJbing 
hereelfa.-. Christian Bftldwin, of Dundridj^e. 4,0., widow. Tlie followinis 
iaa full abatnct : 

Aged and weak — to my kinsman John Grove, of Chei^Iiam Boys, i hid 
fnther Nehemiah Grove, my kinsmriQ, each 20s. — to Deborsh Weston, of 
Chenham, widow, S pair of sheets — to my sister JoaneChace i^lO. — Mmy 
kinyman Richard Arnold, a sliver beaker, the same to jro to his son at his 
death — to Richard Neale who dwelt with my cousin nirrett, 10 shillings 
— to my kinaman Abmhaui Parrett 10 8hillin)rS're8idue of my goiMa 
iciC. to my sister Joana Chaee, her children John Urover, Mary Harris, 
Thomas Chaee, & Benaiah Chaee, ray kinsman Richard Amiiid, ft my 
kinswoman Mary Parrett, equally— my kinsman Richard Arnold 4 Tho- 
tnaa Chaee to be joint eicoutoni, t William GraoKe overseer. 

The will WM proved in the Arohdenconry Court uf Buok-i. ST July, 
1641, but her burial is not in the Aeton Clinton register, and ehe was 
probably buriod with her own family, to wbieh the will gives no clew, 
except that she had a sister Joane, evidently tlten a widow, hut who had 
hadtwi) husbands, named Grover and Chase. She wa« married to Rich- 
ard Baldwin at Cholcshury in 1502, as Christian Towckleild, i. e. Tuck- 
Geld. 

. SvLVKSTBR BiLnwiH, of wbom hereafter. 

. John Bildwin, evidently from the wills third son of Henry and Alice Bald- 
win. His father left him in bis will, in 159(1-1800, 4 erolis, called 
" Styhbinirs,'' in Wendover, and he and his children were reineoibered in 
the will uf his mother in 163S. liis brother Rlohwd, in 1633-3, bequeath- 
ed him £80 (i.e. multiplied by ten, equivalent to a thousand dollars 
now) , and he was living at the date of hi-t son Richard'a will iu 1034. He 
left no will, but, on the 14th of October, 1637, his widow Hannah was 
srantcd Letters, Irom the Archdeaconry Court of Buclix, to administer 
his estate, when he was described as late ol Chesham, cii. Books. 
The .Administration Bond was signed by her and by John Baldunn, of 
Ckesham, Mercer. Of the relict Hannah I find no further trace. Their 
children, as enumerated in the will oi their grand mutlier Alice Baldwin, 
iu 1632, were as follows : 
I. Ricliard, whose will, as Citi^n and Girdler, of Tendon, dated H June, 
WiW proved 83 July, 1634, in the Prerogiitive Court of Canterbury, by 
two London friends, Henry Shaw and Ilenry Poole. Ho appears to 
have been a young man, certainly unmarried, just oominencing busi- 
ness with a partner named Gourge Thwaites, and he gives the amount 
of bisinveBtmontaBil^TO.ai which he bequeathed £12C\ to his 'dear 
father ft mother," and £30 to bis brother Ja/in Baldwin, also sums 
from £I5 to £25 to his three brothers-in-law, Thomas Oudsbury, Tho- 
mas Ward and Thomas Butcher. To his uncle Richard Baldwin ha 
left a ring of the value of SO shillings, and 40 shillings to the poor of 
Chesham, where he says ho was barn. The rest uf his. bequests were 
to friends and servants in London. 
. Jah* Baldiein, named in the wills of his grandmother in IfSSS, his uncle 
Richard in 1632^3, and in his brother Richard N.asuhove. I see no good 
reason why he may not have been the emigrant afterwards known as 
John Baldwin of Norwich, about whose early history solittle is known, 
and nothing certainly. The traditions tliaA have come down about 
him are so vague as to be pnctic.illy valueless. He would have been 
'n of Sylvester liie emigrant, though doubtless much his ju- 
nior, as be was a younger son of a still younger sun. That he must 
have been very young in 1022 is evident from the fact that his elder 



14 

brother had only just completed his apprenticeship and enffiged. in 
business twelve years later. Other cousins, the Bryants and Stonehills. 
of the same generation, appear to hate also gone to New England 
about the same time. It seems probable that he was the ** John 
Baldwin, Mercer,** who, with his mother, signed the bond when she 
administered to his father's estate in 1637. 17 so, he must have only 
just commenced business, and there is no reason why he may not haTO 
given this up and gone with his relations to New England. In faTor 
of this theory is the strong fact that no further trace of him can be 
found at Ohesham nor elsewhere in this country. If not married until 
1653, as is said, he would then still have been comparatively a young 
man, probably not far from thirty-five. Admitting that John of Nor- 
wich did not go to Guilford in 1639 a mere child — and on this point 
there is really no evidence whatever — there is no good reason why this 
John may not have been that emigrant, while in mvor of it is his near 
relationship to the other emigrants of his name, and the fact of his dis-> 
appearance here. It seems improbable that, if he had continued as a 
mercer at Chesham, he would not have married, had children baptized 
and buried, and have been buried there himself. But there is abso* 
lutely no trace of him after 1637. Of course this is not positive proof 
of his identity with John Baldwin of Norwich, but 1 present it as 
strongly suggestive. 

3. Mary, f All named in the will of their grandmother Alice in 1622. 

4. Aanes, > They evidently became, but in what order does not appear, 

5. Martha. ) the wives of Thomas Dudsbury, Thomas W^ard, and Thomas 

Butcher, named by their brother Richard in his will as his brothers- 
in-law. 
4. Robert Baldwin, evidently from the wills fourth and youngest son of Hen- 
ry and Alice Baldwin, to whom were bequeathed lands, &., in Hertford- 
shire. His will, as of Northchurch, Herts, yeoman, dated 22 Mch. 1605 
-6, was proved 1 April following, by his brother Richard Baldwin, whom 
he made his executor. He directed to be buried in the churchyard of 
Northchurch. He bequeathed 10 shillings to his aunt Lettice Foster, then 
of Tring, and named his brother 8alter overseer of his will, which rela- 
tionships perfectly identify him. He also left small bequests to the poor 
of St. Leonard's and Cholsbury. The residue of his estate which ap- 
pears to have been small, he left equally to his wife Joane and his daugo- 
ter Anne. He evidently died very young, and this daughter Anne was 
his only child, and then an infant. She was living in 1632-3 as Anne 
Bryant, with a son Richard. 

5. Jane, evidently from the wills eldest daughter of Henry and Alice Bald- 

win. She was in 1599-1600 the wife of James Bonus, but both were dead 
at the date of her mother's will in 1622, leaving seven children, of whom 
I have found nothing later. 

6. Mart, evidently second daughter of Henry and Alice Baldwin. She was 

married at Aston Clinton, 30 Jan. 1598-9, to Richard Salter. Both were 
living in 1622, with seven children. She was still living in 1633-3, with 
four children, two sons, John and David, and two daughters, Mary and 
Sarah. After this date I have found nothing concerning them, unless it 
be that the son David was a David Salter, of Agmondesham, co. Bucks, 
tanner, whese nuncupative will, made 11 April, 1669, was proved 6 Octo- 
ber fc^lowing^ by his relict Sarah, sole legatee. 
7« A«NiE8, eiridently third daughter and youngest child of Henry and Alice 
Baldwin. ^In her brother Richard's will she is called Anne, but in her 
mother's, Agnes^ and so in the parish register.) She was baptized at 
Aston Clinton ia July (the day blank) , 1579. She married Henry Stone- 
hill and was dead in 1622, her husband surviving her, and three children, 
Henry, Jane and Agnes, it was probably the son Henry who was in New 
England from 1639 to 1646, then returning to England. He would, as 
will be seen, have been of the same generation as Sylvester Baldwin the 
emigrant and John of Norwich, if the above suggestion prove correct. 
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■ Sylve8TBR Baldwin, ttirougli whom, his tilder brother Richard 
having died childleits, the line of the family coiiCiaued. He wait 
living Ht the date of his grand tather'a will, in 13G5~6, and at that of 
bis mother's. 4 June, 16'22, but was evidently dead at that of hia 
brother Bichard'a, 18 Feb. 16^2-3. There seems hardly room for 
doubt that he was the Sylvester Baldwin who waa married at 
Gholesbiiry, near Aston Clinton, 28 Sept. 1590. to Jane WsUg (the 
name ia neither WiUit nor Wilde, as atated in the printed occonnt of 
the family, which also wrongly givea the dat« aa SO " Sept«mber "). 
There is hut one other entry concerning him in the CholeBbnry 
regiBter, vie., the burial of his eon George (not Harry), 21 Nov. 
1596 (not 1594), who is distinctly named as son of Sylvester Bald- 
win of Dundridge, which seems sufficiently to identify him. But 
where his children were baptized, or when or where he and his wife 
died, I have been entirely unable to discover. lu the pedigree en- 
tered by hia grandson, in the Viaitutioii of Buckinghamshire of 1669, 
»he is called "of Milton in Bedfordshire." There are two pariahea 
of this name in that county, and it became necessary therefore to 
examine the registers of both. In that of Milton Bryant the name 
of Baldwin does not occur at all. From the regiHt«r of Milton Er- 
nest, near the town of Bedford, I obtained the marriage and burial 
of one of his daughters, and the burial I presume of hia eldest 
Bon, but bis name nowhere occurs in the register. It seems likely 
that his eldest son had taken up his residence at Miltoci, and that 
his father may have lived with him during the latter part of hia life, 
leaving the place after his son's death. It is also possible, if he died 
shortly before bis brother Richard made his will, 18 Feb. 1632-3, that 
he w:is buried at Milton, for there is a hiatus in the burial register ex- 
tending from 6 Nov. 1632, to 1 May, 1634. It seems clear that 
he was dead at the dale of his brother's will, but he was certainly 
not buried at Milton before 6 Nov. 1632. At all eveuta, neither he 

»nor his wife left s will, nor were their estates administered, either 
in the London Court, that of the Archdeaconry of Bucks, that of 
the Archdeaconry of Be<lfard, or that of the Archdeaconry of Sur- 
rey, the only ones possible, unless he lived in some other part of 
England altogether. It is also possible that both he and his wife 
may have been buried at Cholesbury, but there ia a atill greater 
hiatua in the registers of that pariah, extending from 1611 to 1669. 
It is very unsatisfactory to leave them undisposed of, but I have 
exhausted every re.a5onablo source of information without succesa. 
Their children, however, are perfectly identided by the wills and 
other records, and were as follows: 

il. Gkorob, who died young, and wns buried at Cholesbury. SI Not, I5Bft. 
L JoBN, who was livini; in 1509-1600, hut waa evidently deikd at the date of 
t his uncle Richard's will, 18 Feb. IH3S-3, when hia next brother Henry 
I was named sa hia " next heir.'' There can be little doubt that be was 
the JuliD Baldwin who was buried at Milton Ernest, in Bedfordahire, 10 
Feb. I(t3t-Q, just a year befure his undo Riohard made hia wilt. That 
he had resided there lor some years is evident from the ^ict thiit he 
aiirned the piirifih register as one of the Churcli wardens for the yeara 1637, 
IflaB and IBM. No bttptiam>t of children, or buriul of n wife, appear in 
the Milton regiatera, nnd it is therefore probable that be died unmarried. 
He left a will, fur the record uf it appears in the Calendar uf Che Aroh- 
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deaoonry Court of Bedfordshire, now at Northampton, but the will itself 
has disappeared from its proper bundle, and although a careful search has 
been made for it, it cannot now be found. The presumption is that it 
was returned to the executor after its probate. 

3. Henrt, of whom hereafter. 

4. Stlvestbr, who was the undoubted emigrant to New England, and with 

whose history 1 have of course nothing to do. The latest date at which 1 
find him in England is 29 Soy. 1636, when he proved his uncle Richard's 
will, and he was then described as of Aston Clinton. That appears to 
have been his only residence, as his children were baptized, and those who 
died buried there. I append a list of them as they occur in the Aston 
Clinton register. It will be seen that my dates, in the cases of the son 
Samuel and daughter Elizabeth, vary from those already printed, and also 
that I discovered in the register the baptism of the son John (afterwards 
of iStonington) which had oefore been overlooked. 

1. Sarah, baptized 22 April, 1621. 

2. Richard, baptized 25 Aug. 1622. 

3. Mary, baptized 28 Feb. 1623-4 ; buried 3 Nov. 1625. 

4. Mary, baptized 19 Feb. 1625-6. 

5. Martha, baptized 20 April, 1628. 

6. Samuel, baptized 1 Jviy, 1633 ; buried 4 January, 1632-3. 

7. Elizabeth, baptized 28th and buried 3l6t January, 1633-4. 

8. John, baptized 28th October, 1635. 

5. Richard, who was living in 1622 and 1632-3, but was apparently dead at 

the date of his brother Henry's will, in 1661. By his wife Phillippa, who 
was buried at Aston Clinton, 30 July, 1641, he had the following child- 
ren, who thus occur in the register of that parish : 

1. Rebecca, baptized 23 June, 1611. 

2. Alice, baptized 22 Aug. 1613. 

3. John, baptized 19 Feb. 1614-15. 

4. Jane, baptized 12 April, 1618. 

5. Henry, baptized 8 Feb. 1623-4. 

6. Sarah, baptized 23 March, 1627-8. 

Some of these dates, it will be seen, differ from those already printed. 
Of these children I have no later traces, except that the daughter Sarah 
was named in her uncle Henry's will in 1661. 

6. William, who was living in 1632, 1632-3, 1661, and at the date of the will 

of his nephew Thomas, 16 July, 1676. His children were : 

1. William, living 1661 and 1676. 

2. Margaret, living 1661. 

3. Another daughter, named in the will of her uncle Henry, 11 Sept. 

1661, as then wife of Markwick. 

7. Jane, named in the will of her grandmother Alice, 4 June, 1622, but of 

whom I learn nothing further. 

8. Alice, named in her grandmother's will, in 1622. From the will of their 

brother Henry in 1661, it is evident that one of these two daughters had 
married John Edwards, and in the register of Milton Ernest above men- 
tioned, I found the marriage, 4 May, 1629, of John Edwards and Alice 
Baldwin, and the very next entry in the register is that of her burial, 6 
July, in the same year, only two months after her marriage. The child- 
ren of John Edvrards named in her brother Henry's will were by a second 
wife, the eldest of whom was baptized at Milton in 1639, ten years later. 

It now only remains to follow out the line of the third but eldest 
surviving son of Sylvester and Jane Baldwin, who succeeded to the 
manor of Dundridge, viz. : 

IV. Henry Baldwin. His uncle Richard recognized him as his 
" next heir," and bequeathed to him the title deeds of Dundridge, &c. 
He appears to have become a barrister at law, and was of Clifford's 
Inn, London. He married Mary, only daughter and heir of Ed- 
ward Hurst, of Kingston upon Thames, co. Surrey, where she was 
baptized 28 July, 1605. She died before her husband. He subse- 
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quently resided at Guildford, co. Siirri^j, and was buried in St. 
Mary'a church in thai town. He made his will on the llth of Sep- 
tember, 1661, describing himself as ol' Guildford, Gentleman, which, 
although possessing no coat of arras, he had the right to do as a bar- 
rister- The following is a full abstract of his will : 

To the poor of Guildford £3 — to Mr. Holland, minister there, 
for my funeral sermon, £3. — to the ministers of St Leonard's and 
Aston Clinton eo. Bucks, each 20 shillings — to the poor of St. 
Leonard's 40 shillings — I ralease to ray brother William the debt 
to me owing, if any there be, and I give to my nephew William 
Baldwyn & his sister Margaret each £.20, & to my niece Mark- 
wick £10. — I release to Henry Edwards & Alice his sister the ar- 
rearages of my brother John Edwards' account appearing to be due 
to me, they allowing the £15. I am to pay for binding said Henry 
apprentice — to my niece Sarah, daughter of my brother Richard 
Baldwyn, £20, and to her <& her heirs the tenement & cloae at East 
End in Flitwick, co. Bedford, devised to rae by my said brother 
Richard — to my daughter Jane all my childbed linen, & all my late 
wife's rings, cabiueta, &c. also £500. at her marriage — to Edward 
my Bon sundry household stuff, the goods in my chamber at Clif- 
ford's Inn, sundry plate, &c. — to my grandchild Elizabeth Baldwin 
£100. when 21 — " I give to y* use of my brother Silvester [blank] 
or the yssue of them [blank] shallw [blank] equally to bee divid- 
ed " — to the children of my kinsman John Forbes equally £60. — I 
appoint as my executors Thomas my son, and Jane my daughter — 
my overseers to have the care of my estate till my aud son Thomas 
be 24 & my daughter Jane 21 years of age. 

The will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 
20 March, 1661-2, by both executors. 

I have given the extract from the will relating lo his brother Syl^ 
Tester verhalim. It is evident, I think, that he originally designed 
leaving legacies to the children of Sylvester, or, it they were dead, 
to their children, but eventually changed bis mind, perhaps in con- 
sideration of the in convenience of obtaining them. At all events, 
the blanks in the will were never fdled up. It may also be noticed 
that he signed his name Baldwyn. 
Hisiesue were as follows: 
I, EnwAtD, of whom hereafler. 

3. Tbohab, who was his lather's executor. Hemnda his will (signinj; his name 
BaldiBin) IS July, 167S, describing himself as uf (Juildfurd, 00. Surrey, 
OentUtaan, vhiah he was by right, bs will he seen hereafter. Hejelt 
rings and other legacies tQ several friends, hut the onlj bequests tu his 
relst ions were as follaws: To luy uncle Willium Bsldwin nod tiis son Mr. 
Willum Baldwin, each £I»0-all residue to mj dear brother Edward 

» Baldwin, E-sq, and he tu be mji executor. 

He also directed to be buried in St. Mary's parish in Guildford, near 
his father. The will was proved, in the Prero^tive Cuurt of Cnntorbury, 
si Feb. 1076-7, by the executor nanied, his elder brother, the eldest son 
of Henry and Mary Baldwin, vis, : 

v. Edwaho Baldwin, who was a barrister and subsequently a bench- 
er of the Inner Temple, and eventually a Justice of the Peace and 
of the Quorum iu the County of Bucks. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Richard Turfrey of London, who died before him and 
WM buried at Beaconsiield. Her mother Susanna remarried his 
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distant kinsman, Richard Baldwin, of Beaconsfield, who, in 1661, 
bequeathed to him the capital messuage, &c. known as Wiltons, in 
Beaconsfield, which, with his other inherited estate, must have ren- 
dered him a man of considerable wealth, and given him a decided 
position among the landed gentry of the county. In order to con- 
firm this position, and place himself on a recognized social equality 
with his neighbors, he applied the next year for a Grant of Arms, and 
on the 19th of December, 1662, the then Clarenceux King of Arms 
granted to him, and to his brother Thomas, and their descendants, 
the following coat and crest : 

Arms : Argent, a chevron ermines between three hazel sprigs 
vert 

Crest : A squirrel sejant or holding a hazel spring vert 

This was a Grant, and not a Confirmation, of arms, and it is 
only necessary to point out that, if on that occasion he could have 
shown his descent from any family of Baldwin entitled to arms, the 
coat of that family would have been confirmed to him, as a matter 
of right That he could not do so is prima facie proved by the 
&ct that it was found necessary to incur the infinitely greater ex- 
pense of an original Grant. This completes my evidence and argu- 
ments against the possibility that the Baldwins of Aston Clinton 
descended from any heraldic &mily of the name, — ^being the last 
in date, and the most important, though it precedes the other evi- 
dences to be found in the remaining portion of the narrative. 

On the occasion of the Heralds' Visitation of Bucks in 1669, this 
Edward Baldwin entered the following pedigree : 

Silvester Baldwins^ 
of Milton in Com. Bed. | 

Henry BaldwinsMaiy, da. of Edw: Hurst 
of Guildford in Com. Surr. I of Kingston and his sole 
I heire. 

1 Ts ^^I 

Edward Baldwin-arEliz: da. of Rich. Thomas Jane 



of Becoonsfield, Barrister 
of the Inner Temple, 
Justice of the Peace and 
Qaoru in Com. Buck. 



Turfrey of London 2d sonne 



I 1 12 .13 

Henry sonne and Rich: Eliz: 



heire sstat. 6 
Inn. 1669 



(Signed) Edw: Baldwin. 



The original is in the College of Arms, and it is the only pedi- 
gree of the family that I have been able to find either there or else- 
where. 

Edward Baldwin made his will 29 May, 1691, describing himself 
as " a Bencher of the Inner Temple, London, now dwelling at my 
liouse at Wilton's in the parish of Beconsfield co. Bucks.'' The 
f oUawing is a full abstract : 

To be buried at the discretion of my eldest son Richard Baldwin, 
Esq. — to the poor of Beconsfield £5. — Whereas, by Indentures 
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dated 7 Nov. 1690, between me of the Ut part, Thomas CoUton 
Eeq- & merchant of London & Klizabeth Moateth, widow, of the 
2d part, aad my said son Richard Baldwin of the 3d part, I reserv- 
ed certain powers, &c. I now appoint W" Westbrooke of Ferriag, 
CO. Sussex, Esq., William Hill the younger, now of fiecoosfield, 
co> Bucks, Gent., Thomas Eayre of Duuridge, or Bucks, Yeoman, 
& Elizabeth Mytton my eldest daughter, wife of Richard Kfytton, 
of Atdermanhury, London, Gent., executors in trust of this my 
will — I direct that the sums named in said Indentures as portions 
for my three sons & 2 daughters, viz. Edward, Stephen, & Thomas, 
Maria & Sarah, be paid to said sons, at their respective ages of St, 
and to said daughters at 21 or marriage — my said son Stephen to 
be paid £300. bequeathed to him by the Wills of Sir Stephen 
White, Kt. & Stephen White of London, Merchant, & my said 
daughter Sarah to be paid £20. bequeathed her by her godmother 
Mrs. White, of Hackney— I direct that all my said children who 
were living at the death of my mother in law Susanna Baldwin, 
widow, be paid by ray son Richard £10. each for a piece of plate — 
to my daughter Baldwin, my eldest son's wife, my mohair bed &c — 
to my daughter Maria my diamond ring which my wife gave me — 
to my beloved grandchild Elizabeth Myiton a ring of 30 shillings 
value — my daughter Mytton, a good, dutiful child, desires me to 
leave her nothing, so I give to her & her husband mourning only — 
I appoint my son Richard Joint executor with those above named. 

The will was proved, in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 1 
March, ICDl'S, by the son Richard, power being reserved to the 
other executors. 

The children of Edward Baldwin, by his wife Elizabeth Turfrey, 
were as follows : 

[ 1. HiNRY, son and heir in 1669, then aged 6 years. He miitrinulatwl at Ox- 
fnrd fnim Merton CoUoee, 30 May, lflT9, ni^ 16, but tuuk no desree. 
He died in bis father's Uretiuie, and probably unmarried, certainly leav- 
, ing nu issue. 

3, Richard, of whom herertlter. 
3. Edward, cecnnd surviving son in 1691, not Ql. 
i. STEPBitN. third aiiTVJvinK son in 1691, 
6. Thoha!!, fourth surviving eon in 1691. 

16. Eueabeth, eldest daughter, and named in her grandfather's will in 1661. 
She became the second wife of Riehiird Mytton, of London, Gent., to 
whom she was married at tit. Bride's, Fleet Street, Lundon, 7 Feb. 1683-9. 
They had a child buptixcd at St. Mary Aldernianhury, London, iu 1693, 
and her husband was buried there 33 'Feb. 1699-1700. 
7. Maria, second danjEhcer in 1601, unmnrried nnd nut Dl. 
8. Sarau, third daughter in 1691, unmarried and nut 21. 

Of the three youngest sons and two youngest daughters, I have 
discovered nothing later. 

The second but eldest surviving son, viz. : 
Richard Baldwin, was born at Beaconsfield am] matriculated at 
Oxford, from St. John's College, 20 May, 1686, aged 17. He was 
afterwards of the Inner Temple, London. He married at St, Dio- 
nis Backchurch, London, 2 Doc. 1690. Anne, daughter of James 
Montelh, of St. Andrew's, Holborn, London, and of Saffron Wal- 
den, CO. Essex, Gent., descended from the ancient Scottish family of 



^^K den, CO. 
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that name. She was bi^tized at St Andrew's, Holborn, 12 Jane, 
1662. She survived her husband, but died before 20 Aug. 1734, 
leaving no will that can be found, and very probably having re* 
married. 

Richard Baldwin made his will 8 Dec. 1696, calling himself of 
Beaconsfield, Esquire. The following is a full abstract : 

To be buried in the Chapel appropriate to my own fiimily, in the 
parish church of Beaconsfield, near my late dear deceased fiither and 
mother — to the poor of Beaconsfield, the place of my nativity, 50 
shillings — to my wife my Chamber in the third staircase of Sir Robert 
Sayer's Buildings in the Liner Temple, the furniture & goods there, 
& all my goods, plate, &c in my house at Wiltons, and I appoint 
her my sole executrix, she to bring up my children, and see paid to 
them their legacies in the will of their good Aunt Birs. Elizabeth 
Monteth, viz. to my daughter Ann, my son Richard, & my daugh- 
ter Elizabeth, each £500. 

The will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 21 
March, 1797-8, by the relict Anne. 

The children of Ridiard Baldwin, by his wife Anne Monteth, 
were as follows : 

1. Amr, evidently eldest child, as named in her &tber*8 will, and in that of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Monteth (whom he mentioned), which was dated 22 Feb. 
1694-5. She died unmarried, and letters of administration to her estate 
were granted, in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 90 Aug. 1734, to 
her brother and next of kin, Robert Monteth Baldwin, Esquire. 

S. RiCHAED, who was living 22 Feb. 1694-^5, and also at the date of his fitther]s 
will, but who probably died yoan^, at all events without issue, as his 
younger brother possessed the family estates. 

3. EuzABKTH, living at the date of her finther's will, 8 Dee. 1096, but of whom 

I find nothing further. 

4. The youngest child was 

YIL Robert Monteth Baldwin, who was evidently bom after the 
date of his father's will. Mrs. Elizabeth Monteth above named 
was the widow of his mother's paternal uncle, and in her will, dated 
22 Feb. 1694-5, left legacies of £500. each to the three children of 
Richard Baldwin and Anne Monteth, with the provision that, if any 
of them died in their minority or before marriage, their portions should 
go to any son of said James and Anne Baldwin who should be bap- 
tized by the name of her dear deceased husband Robert Monteth. 
He appears to have outlived his brother and sisters, and to have 
died unmarried. His will, which is very short, was made 3 Sept. 
1746, when he described himself as of the Middle Temple, London, 
E^nire. He simply bequeathed all his estate, both real and per- 
sonid, to his ^ cousin " John Canham, Esquire, and appointed him 
sole executor. He proved the will, in the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury, 6 April, 1747. Who and what this John Canham was 
I have not ascertained. He may have been an actual cousin, son of 
one of his aunts Maria or Sarah, or the word ^ cousin ** may have 
been used in the light of nephew^ and he have been the son of his 
sister Elizabeth ; or, again, he may have been a relation on his 
mother's side. At all events, the estates of the direct line of Dun- 
ridge Baldwins appear to have descended to this Robert Monteth 
Baldwin, and he bequeathed them to his cousin John Canham, dj- 
hig the last of his race. The very next year, 1748, according to 



Lipscombe (who wrongly calls hint John Monteth Bsldwin), this 

heir sold Dmi'lmlge and the other family lands, auii the name of 
Baldwin ceiiseJ to be connecter) with them, nfter an ownership of 
170 years, and a previous tenuntry of Dundridge making up the 
period of two cetitmies. It was left for the younger branches of 
the Dundridgo line to perpetuate their race in America, while the 
elder branch which remained in England faded out entirely iti about 
a hundred years after the emigration. 
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r of his brother Bich- 
de his will 12 March, 1564-5, des- 
, in the parish of Wendover, co. Bucks, 
I abstract: 



r my son a grove called Lord's grove in 

Aston Clinton called Pieadells. and the 

John and his heira forever — 

1 £10— to Thomas my 

nil residue of my estate, 



and he to lie my executor— overseer, my son Silvester. 

The will was proved 2 March, 1565-6, in the Archdeaconry Court 

of Bucks, by the son George- His wife evidently died before him, 

and I have not obtained even her name. His cluldrea were as 

follows: 
1. GsoROit, clearly eldest son from his father's will, and rIso bo called in oer- 
lain Chancery proceedxnijB in I5W0. He waa called "cousin" (i. e. 
nephew, the two words iieinit used indifferently) in the will of Ellen Bald- 
Win of Dundridsa, in 1565--H. and her two anuithters wore to be guided 
by him in their niarrin^ea. tlis will, as of the Hsyle, in Wendover, oo. 
Buflkn, dated 10 Ftb,, was proved 20 Mureh. I57B-7, by his widow Av»- 
lyn, prubably a sister of Williaui Aystell whom lie called his brother, and 
named as uverseor ul' his will in cunnootiun with his brother Sylvestet 
Baldwin and his own ran Rnlph. Besides Ralph, his children named 
were James, Edamnd, John, Henry and Michuel, all nppare ally under 
age. 01 none uf these do I find anythinj; further, except that Edmund, 
to whuiD he bequcatlied the Tan Buukc, £c, , was >i party to a Chance^ 
■uit in February. 1588-7, and then described as Wendover, tanner. He 
appears Co have dumised his promrty in Wendover a year and a half be- 
fore, and he wns, 1 suspect, the Edmund Baldwin of Chalfunt, St Petera, 
CO. Bucks, yeomiin, whose will, dated 6 Jan. tO'^O-l, was proved 2 Octo- 
ber following, by his relict Cicely. He named as living his sons Thomas 
and Edmund, and his daughters Eliiaheth Hodson and Anoe Tibbie, also 
hiaaonRiilphasdend. Of Halph Baldwin, eldest sun of Ueoree. and one 
of the overseers ot his will. lonlyEnd further, that on the 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1611, he proved the nuncupatlTe will of his daughter Rebecca, 
who died uninarried in the preyious month of May. She was deBcribed 
as of Wenduver, and bequeathed to her isther £100 he had promised her, 
which was to he paid lo her by her brother Henry Baldwin, and prayed 
him to be kind to her poor brother (probably another one) in distress. 
3. NiCHoi^ts BtLDWiH, evidently second sun of John Baldwin of the llayle, to 
whom he bequeathed, in 1561-5, lands at Great Misaenden and (he Lee, 
a tenement in Wendover, &a. He is otherwise completely identified in the 
proceedinf(B in a Chancery suit in November, 1590, in which hejs also 
said to have miirried, al}(>ut 1545, Agnes, widow of Willi 
(Tbia suit was between her and her eon John ' '- '" " 
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in Wendover settled on her on her marriage by her hasband^s father, said 
John Baldwin of the Hayle.) He lived at ^lesborough. Backs, where 
he made his will 2 July, 1557, calling himself a yeoman and directing to 
to be buried in Edlesborough churchyard. The original will is on file in 
the records of the Archdeaconry Court of Bucks, in which court it was 
proved 24 April, 1581, by his brother Sylvester Baldwin, but unfortu- 
nately about one quarter of the sheet has been torn away, and the frag- 
ment ends just as he was enumerating his children, so that the only be- 
quests remaining are to his wife Agnes and his sons Triamor and John. 
His other children are, however, sufficiently identified otherwise, as will 
be seen hereafter. Of his widow Agnes I find nothing after the Chan- 
cery proceedings in 1590. Their children were as follows : 

1. John Baldwin, of Edlesborough, Bucks, yeoman, who in two Bills 
in Chancery, dated 5 May, 1586, and 26 Nov. 1590, described him- 
self as the son of Nicholas Baldwin and Agnes Fisher his wife, 
and cited the will of his grandfather John Baldwin of the Hayle. 
His will, as of Edlesborough, yeoman, dated 9 Jan. 1629-30, was 
proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Bucks 5 April following, bv 
his son Ralph, to whom he left all his possessions, except 5 shif- 
lines to his daughter Elizabeth Beaker. His wife evidently died 
beiore him. 
8» Francis Baldwin, who made his will 25 May, 1639, describing him- 
self as of the parish of St. Mary le Strand, co. Middlesex, Gen- 
tleman." This is the earliest instance of any of the descendants 
of either Richard Baldwin of Dundridge or John of the Ilayle 
calling himself anything but a '* yeoman." From his living in 
London, and in the particular parish named, I think it probable 
be was connected with one of the Law Courts or public offices in 
that vicinity, and so felt that he had risen a little above the usaal 
rank of his family. The following is an abstract of his will : 

To John my son and to the child in my wife's womb each £200 
when 21, and my brothers Bartholomew and Triamor Baldwin to 
be their guardians, but, if both die before that age, then £50. 
thereof to my godson Thomas Baldwin, and £50. to my godaagb- 
ter Sarah Baldwin, and the other £300. equally among the child- 
ren of my brothers Thomas, Bartholomew and Triamon Baldwin 
and of my sister Winifred Johnson — to the poor of Edlesborough, 
where 1 was bom, 40 shillings — to my mother in law Elizabeth 
Hills, widow, 40 shillinfi;8 — to my brother in law Thomas Reynolds 
40 shillings — my wife faizabeth and my brother Triamor Baldwin 
to be my executors. 

The will was proved 12 June, 1639, in the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury, by his brother Triamor, power being reserved to the 
relict Elizabeth. Her will, dated 23 January, 1641-2, was proved 
4 July following, in the same Court, by her mother Elizabeth 
Hills. She directed to be buried near her husband in the parish 
church of St. Mary le Strand, and loft her estate equally between 
her son John and daughter Elizabeth when of full age. The lat- 
ter was evidently a posthumous child. 1 find no further trace of 
her, or her brother John, but the dates and his probable age seem 
to render it impossible that he could have been either of tbe emi- 
grants of his name. 
3. Bartholomew Baldwin, sufficiently identified, by his own will and 
that of his brother Francis just quoted, as one of the sons of Nich- 
olas Baldwin and Agnes Fisher. In his will, dated 10 May, 1655, 
he called himself of Weston Turvile, co. Bucks, '* Gentleman,*' 
and, as will be seen, there was some reason why he should do so. 
In order to perfect his identification, for a purpose hereafter, I 
give a full abstract of his will : 

Whereas, by a former will I made my son Robert full executor & 
ordained my lands at Wingfield, in Chalgrave co. Bedford to be sold 
to pay my debts & fulfil the engagement for my cousin Rlizabeth 
Baldwin *s portion, but my said son Robert afterwards persuaded 
me to convey said lands to him for his preferment, &o., I now re- 
voke said will, & appoint as my executors my brother Triamor 



Baldwin * my son in law Robert Abdy, wift power to Bell my 
lands in Eiileahoruugli A Weaton Turvile eo. Buoks, for the pnj- 
menC uf uiy dcblH Jt lepiuiea— of the residue of my estate I give 
1-3 tn Jultn my sun, & 1-3 tu my wife Mary tor Ijfu with re- 
mninder to Johnand Thuinaji my sons equally — tomy Bun ft daugh- 
ter Abdy il6. — to my nister Johnson 50 Bhillinire — I will that Bir- 
thotumew my son enjay Bantbiiry House in EldleHborough — I ap- 
point overswrs tny omirnn Mr. Aske & Mr. fiolton— reaidue of 
Ser^onalty to my eiecutorti k to my sonii Robart, Bartholomew, 
aha & Thnmng, equally. {In a codicil dated sii days later, vlj. 
16 Mny, 1055) ;— to my brother in law Bverand Johnson £5.— lo 
myaibiter IJannah Baldwin & her sun my causia (i.e. oephew) 
TbJiiias Baldwin each 40 shillinge. 

The will was proved 80 July. 1(155, in the Prero^tire Court 
of Canterbury, by his brother THiimor Baldwin, power being re- 
eervud to Robert Abdv, the other executor. 

Uiswidiiw, Mary Baldwin, then of the parish of St. Paul'a, 
Covent tiarden,m«deanuneopative will, 7 lict. IBfifi. Her leg- 
Bcii;8 were »k foUowa:— to Barthnloniew Baldwin Jr. £10— to 
Mary Bowles £10— to my sister Buldtvin's children 5(1 BhillinKS 
— to my sister Johnson 30 shillinga— to Bliiabeth Bowles lOe 
— to Sarah tieavern SO shillings — t^i Bartbolumen Baldwio my 
win the remainder of my annuity due me from my dauEhter io 
law Wells, No exeoator being named, her sun Bartholomew 
Baldwin took out letters of administration, in the Prerogative 
Court of Canterbury, S3 April, 1668. 

I know nothing further of any of the ohildren except Robert, 
who Jniide his will 29 Jan. 1857-8, calling himxelf of Whelpley 
Hill, in the (Hri^h ofChesham, co. Buck<t, " tientlemnn." Ha 
left £10. tohismuther Mary Baldwin, and his capital messua^, 
ftc., at VVingSuld, in Chatgrave, ao. Bedford, to his wile Alice, 
until his daughter should rt'ach the age of 21, or bo married. Uis 
widow Alice proved the will, 35 May, IG5A, in the Preroeativa 
IJourt of Canterbury, ^e remarried Thomas Wrlls of QrMt 
Ondaden, co. UertH {who died 9 Dot, 1688. and waft buried there) , 
and apptRm tu have been dead at (he date of the will of her moth- 
er in law Mnry Baldwin, 7 Uct. 1606. The only child of Robert and 
Alice Baldwin, vit., Sarah, died in i6«9, at the age of 15, and 
was buried in Bovingdon chorcb. Herts, with a monument. 

Thin Biirtholomcw Baldwin, Senior, sin of Nicholas and Agaca, 
bacoined a (lersonnge of some importance in this narrative, lor a 
reason which I will now explain. It will be seen that he and b't^ 
brother Francis were the lirst of the family, in the linen of either 
Richard i>r John, who styled themselves "Gentlemen." This, 
an I have eiplained, probably (trew out of their having gone to 
L«ndijn and engaged in purauita which rained Ihem somewhat in 
the social scale. This Bartholoniew, in 1634, held the post of 
Clerk of the Faculties in the Court of Chancery, and among the 
tJlHte Papers {DuiDestlaCliarleti I.) is hispromiae, dated 96 July 
in that year, to appear at the CoHi'ge of Arms the next term, to 
" make proof of his arms and enter his deMent." The Heralds 
were making their Visitation of London in that year, and, lindinK 
tijoi claiming to belunx to the trcntry, and probably using arms of 
some sort, they served hiiu with the usual official summons, to 
which the above mentioned promise wm a rexponae. No proof of 
his anus, however, was made, and no descent reoorded. and it is 
safe to amume that be failed to keep his promise to the Heralds 
becauw he could not establish hia claim to such arms ns he may 
have been usin^, or prove a de-went which would entitle him to 
any arms at all. That he woold have done so if he could ia evi- 
dent from bis promise: that he did not do so is certain: and his 
absence from the reoorded Visitation of 1634 isasilenf but pow- 
erful witness of the unaulwCantiality of bis pretended claim. 
. T/i'inmi. fourth son of Nichols Baldwin and Agnes FiRher, vraa 
living at the date of the will of his brother Franois in 1630, but 
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9ppean to hare htem &mA at the dste «£ Us 
mttw'3 in 1635. IsTmjr a ih&ym fli—ili mad. 
\t%m^. I ImI »)Cbniig Mwe aVmi ttatm. 
Tmrnmar RMtm. inii i«s of XMSncn* mad 
ChaaeoT |Vjeeedin2« in Jmwmj. IJiM^I. he i 
C9C KA. lie vac eiecs&ir 4f tSe wiilp «if kv lirucaenK Fi 
BbnluteBev in l«3i awl l<^. 
Tfae pe«ea!ariCT 'oi' Li« f e v^aM ^etca C his Stetag 
if he hadi left aar ti^e^ oa the ie<tjfti§. 

(l iiMl the vii'l of a Trimmer Ba^mh^ of Loadoa. dait4 
pr^/wtd mm bte ac 1729, *d crmnt vyt» btie to bate beea the 
alMve. vb» vw f>]ini facfjie iSdI. bat cndeathr finiMB the 
iadiatiB^ aawe wmmxofm. He scvfad hJMalf a ' 
*^ aad Sett hot oae leeitiBiie rriihl. to vhoa he heqi 
OjnHdefabAe ptr-jpeftr ia I^jmdjm He ais> p tmrided 
f/r aa iliesitiaate torn and daa^tor. vh> «cre called bj hii 
tmme. IWa>(>kft £100. to bia br^hcr WiiUaa fiaU^ 
twrwmg im. «r aacr ><«■ Y^r^^ mad £100. ewh to his 
i»>r aod Wi!lia», »jih of feud Wititua his 
the DFpbev Tnaaa-jr la^ in the liae vf if ■■iffrfiiir »» 
ertj (1-1 of the old Manfcalaea Pri»xi ImmcataliaBd br Di 
which he btqaeathcd firrt tj hi!« ilteritiakate aja Thons Baldi 
If anj 'jf t*« dn«nid^os# of tnt* Wiitia^ Baldvia of Xev York 
are liTinj^. 1 Ukink it probahle thai thrir dcgrent aigh( he aaoer- 
tained.) 
6. Ifnti/rftf, evidentlT oelj danj^ter of Xicholai Baldwia aai A^ 
neft Fft«hcT. w\w» Barried Ererard J ihniiia. They aie aBaHBd ia 
the wi!ls alreadj citai. Bith vcre liTing In 1656, aad ahe ia lOii. 

3. STLTBvna BAUywor. of wiwia bcrcAltrr. 

4. Rkbjikd, who is iHuacd in \V^ wili of hi* father John in 1564-6, aad ia that 

r*f bif> bnjOitr Thoseas in 1570. then with a %jn Thoaus, neohcr of whoaa 
have 1 h«n aUe to identify after the latter date. 

5. Bomaxf^ of whom I find i»thins after his being natocd ia has frther*a will 

in 15^4-5. He prt^Mj died y«jan|r. 

6. Tbokjis. nameil ia?4 in bis fiithcr Jubn*s will in 1564-6, aad who did aot 

Ions fforrire him. That his identity may alaj be established he yi ad a 
doobc. for a parpoae to be seen hereafter, 1 give a fall afartnet of hsa will, 
dbted 11 Get. 15T0: 

I. TboBias Baldwin, of Pyrers, in the parish of Chesham. eo. Bads, 
IbuUmdmam., ke — to Joane ay wife the oae of all my lands in CheshaHi 
till J*jhn my s»jo be 2\ — to Kidnrd my auo £90 . to be laised oat of my 
WOF^ t> be «»ld by my bruiher Richard Baldwin Jt John Tyndall— to mj 
3 daoghtere J^jane and Amy eacfi 6. 13. 4 —to Thomas Baldwin my broth- 
er Ricbard'.« mm a lamb — rendoe to my wife Joane, h she to be mj csae- 
otrix — (ywer^een. my brother George Baldwin h mtf osassa Bemrjf BwM 

The will was pnyred in the Arebdeaeonij Coort of Bocfcff, 16 Dee. 1570, 
by bis wid^fw J«jane ; bat of her or any of tlie children 1 find no further 
trace. It will be seen fnim the will that he was pretty well-to^, aa the 
pbraae i5>, for a ktufiamdman, but that be sboald delibcsately deBrril«e hisi- 
9«lf as 'if a rank below tbat of ysoman is a further cunrincing proof that 
in bi^ day there was no preieaoe in tlie family to an heraldic deseent. 

7. Hvem Baldwin zppeatn t> be named in the will of the firrt Rachard of Dan- 

dridge an a son of his bruther John of the llayle. lie is not, however, 
named among bis children fay J*jhn Baldwin in his will in 1504-5. and, if 
he were his ^#n. he probably died yoong, and before bis fiuher. The ex- 
pnmk m in Richard's will b aMnewhat ambigooos. rii., ** Hogh Bald- 
win any bro^herV aomi/'' bat, as he named no brother, dead or alire. ex- 
eept John« it is fiur to presame that he meant Hugh, son of John. Rich- 
ard Baldwin laay, of OMirse, bare bad other brothers, but I find no tiaea of 
them in any iA the reeurds, and no suggestion of relationship in the willa. 
TCfT iiameroos, of the oUvr Baldwins, either in Bocks or any other narC 
of £iM;laBd, except thciae which are quoted in this narratire, and wnifih 
are tMe efdosiTely of the the two lines of Richard of Dondridge aad hia 
blotter Jaha of the llayle. It is proper, however, to say that in tfaa 
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rs tLeiuorriagc of a Hugh Balij- 
. but this waa tun monwis ater 
John BaJdwiD of tbe Hayle made his will, naming; no bod Hugh, and of 
the Hugh then married I have been able to find uo furlUer trace, either in 
his awn will or tlint ul any other Baldwin. It is alear, Trom the numer- 
ous wills t have examined, that there wore other Baldwins in the neigh- 
borhood of Aston Clinton, mentioned &s " serrants " and " laboreta," 
who were in no way related to the Baldwins of Dundridge and the Hayle, 
and I think it most probable that the Hugh whose marriage I bare 
mentioned wan one of those, and that " Hugh my brother's son " died 
shortly after his uncle Itiohaid, and before the date when the parish reg- 
ister begioB. 
We now return to 

Sylvester Baldwin, who, as named in his wiil, appears to have 
teen the third son of John, of the Hayle, who bequeathed to him, 
in 1564r-5, certain lands, &c., in Aston Clinton, called Pleadells, 
He was executor to his brother Nicholas in 1581, and is frequently 
mentioned in the Chajicery proceedings to which I have referred. 
Ilia first wife, Agnes, the mother of his children, was buried at 
Aston Clinton, 31 Dec. 15G8. He married, secondly, Agnes Bach- 
eler, widow. (She was probably widow of Sylvester Bacheler, 
who was buried at Aston Clinton, 10 Dec. 1554.) Sylvester Bald- 
win himaelf was buried there 3 July, 1592. (He is, of course, the 
hitherto mysterious Sylvester who was sattt to have married Sarah 
Gelly and to have paid taxes on Dundridge with his son Henry, 
and to have been buried at Aston Clinton, 3 July, 1593. The date 
was misread iu the parish register, but if there had been any doubt 
about it, the dates of his will, if it had been seen, would have set' 
tied the point. Aa there is not the slightest doubt about his identi- 
ty, the diain of proof being perfect, it seems almost absurd for me 
to point out that, instead of being the father of Henry of Dundridge, 
he was his own cousin.) 

His will, aa of St. Leonard's, in the parish of Aston Clinton, co. 
Bucks, yeoman, is dated 25 Jnne, 1592, and was proved 5 October, 
1592, by his soa Thomas, ia the Court of the Archdeaconry of 
Bucks, among the records of which the original is on file, and from 
which I took the following full abstract : 

To the poor of Aston 15 shillings, of Wendover 5 shillings, and of 
Choleebury 5 shillings — to each godchild C pence — to Thomas Gu- 
nye a lamb — to Alice Bacheler of London 10 shillings — to Alice 
Hayle a lamb — to Henry and Sylvester Harvye each a bullock — to 
Agnes my wife all my household staff at my freehold house called 
Chambers, and sundry beasts, corn, &c. all for her life, and at her 
death the same to go to the six children of Triamor Harvye which 
he bad by his lirst wife — to Thomas Stonell and his mother each a 
lamb — all residue to Thomas my son and he to be my executor — 
overseers, Henry Baldwin and Ralph Baldwin, 

The will of hia widow Agnes, aa of St. Leonard's, dated 24 Jan. 
1593-4, was proved 18 November following, in the Court of the 
Archdeaconry of Bucks, by her son William Bacheler. Her be- 
quests were to her own children by her first husband and their child- 
ren, and she named none of her second husband's family except her 
Bon in law Triamor Harvey, who was to dispense her charities to 
the poor. She was probably buried at Aston Clinton as she direct- 
ed, but, curiously enough, there is an entire blank in the parish reg- 
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ister for that year. (Probably that portion of the old paper regis- 
ter was illegible, from some cause, when the transcript on parch- 
ment was Eoade under the Order of Council of 1598.) 

The children of Sylvester Baldwin, by his first wife Agnes, were 
as follows : 

1. John, who was Myius at the date of his grandfather's will in 1564r-5, but was 

evidently dead at that of his father's in 1592, as he was not named in it. 

2. AvELYN, evidently the only daughter, who married Triamor Harvey. I have 

their marriage license, issu^ at the Registry of the Bishop of London, 
dated 20 June^ 1575, in which both are described as of the parish of St. 
Mary at Hill, in London. Whether it was a runaway marriage, or wheth- 
er he was then in business, and she in service in London (most common in 
families of her station), it is impossible to say ; but, at all events, they re- 
turned to Aston Clinton, where four of the six children named in her 
father's will were baptized. She was buried there 23 Jan. 1585-6, evi- 
dentiy dying shortly aher the birth of her sixth child, which was baptised 
on the 6th of the same month by her father's name, Sylvester. Her hus- 
band, l^iamor Harvey, married a second wife, by whom he had other 
children, and was finally buried at Aston Clinton 15 June, 1621. 

The only surviving child of Sylvester Baldwin by his first wife 
Agnes was 

m. Thomas Baldwin, who was his father's executor in 1592. He 
was twice married. His first wife, Rebecca, the mother of most of 
his children, was buried at Aston Clinton, 1 5 April, 1590, evidently 
dying in childbed of her sixth child and fifth son, Sylvester. His 
second wife was Jane Hayle, to whom he was married, at Aston 
Clinton, 6 July, 1590, less than three months after his first wife's 
death. (Such hasty second marriages were common enough, and 
in his case it may be accounted for by the fact that he was left with 
six very young children, and no sister or near female relative to whom 
he could turn for assistance.) His second wife survived him, and 
appears to have been buried at Aston Clinton, 2 Aug. 1628. He 
was buried there 9 Jan. 1619-20. His will, as of St. Leonard's, in 
Aston Clinton, yeoman, was dated 25 February, 1618-19. The 
following is a full abstract : 

To be buried in Aston Clinton Church-yard — to the poor there 
10 shillings — to Jane my wife ^ my messuages, lands and tenements 
in Aston Clinton and Wendover, for her life or widowhood, and i of 
my goods and chattels — to my sons George, Richard, John, and 
Sylvester, and my daughter Agnes Bowler, each 10 shillings — to 
Robert my son and Jane my daughter each £30. when 21 or mar- 
ried — to Samuel my son all my messuages, lands and tenements in 
Aston Clinton and Wendover, subject to my said wife's interest, 
also residue of personalty, and he to be my executor — overseers, 
my friends Robert Hayle and Henry Barnabye. 

The will was proved in the Court of the Archdeaconry of Bucks, 
27 Jan. 1619-20, by the son Samuel. 

The children of Thomas Baldwin, by his first wife Rebecca, were 
as follows : 

1. Samuel, who was his father's heir and executor in 1619-20. His wife was 
Amy Bryan, to whom he was married at Aston Clinton, 17 Oct. 1622. His 
will, as of Aston Clinton, yeoman, was dated 8 Feb. 1629-30. He named 
onlv one child, a daughter Frances, who was to have £30. when 21 or mar- 
riea. To his brother George he confirmed the lease of the house wherein 
he dwelt, which lease was to run 21 years from the death of his late father, 
Thomas Baldwin. Ho named as overseers Richard Baldwin of Dundridge 
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and William Grange. Uia widow Amy proved tiie will, in the Preroga- 
tive Court of Canterburj, 22 Not. 1630, and I find notliipg more of her or 
her dtmshter FraoceB. 
3. Obobob, who was baptized at Aston CJintoii 29 Maroh, 13S3. Ila made his 
will 13 Feb. 1655-0, desoiibing himself as of Acmoodeflham, co. Bucks, 
" Gentleman," (This was in (he Oommonweaitn period, whan, as well 
aa after warda, pGople oalled themselves whatever thej pleased, } Ue natned 
Tiiomiu 08 his eldest son and heir, and Ruth as hie eldest danghter. To 
his sis yonnger children, George, Kliiaheth, Mary, Sarah, Hannah and 
John, he gave £850, each, and divided among them equally his lands of 
inheritance in Wendover, which had been bequeathed oy his father Tho' 
mas to his elder brother Samuel, and which came to him as the next malu 
heii on the death of the latter. All hia children were under ace- Rix 
widow Ruth proved the will, in the Prerogative Court of Canterbuiy, 25 
Sept. 1856, and 1 have nothing later of her or any of her children. As ho 
distinctly etat«d that bie BJi younger children were all under the age of IB 
at the date of hia will. tBQ5-6, and as John was named bs the youjimst 
obild, it is clear that he aould not have been the emigrant John of Nor- 
wich, which is the only point neoeeeary to note here. 
3. Richard, who appears to have lived same time at Agmondesimm, where, with 
his son, he carried on the huainess of a brewer, out subsequently at Bea- 
oonafield, whither hie eon removed, and where he died, and was, aooordini[ 
to hie son's will, buried in the churchyard. Hia daughter Elizabeth 'Wat- 
kins administered to his estate, in the Archdeaconry Court of Bucks, 7 
June, 1645, when the amount of tho bond given wus only £300, which 
does not indicate that he was a man of larse property. He ha<I, however, 
perhaps divided hia estate already between his two children, as it is evident 
that his son was a wealthy man. I have not learned who his wife was. 
^1 Their only dauf^hter Elizabeth married John Watklna of AKraondeeham, 
^K yeoman, so described as her husband in the record of adminisliation 
^V above mentioned. She was still living in 1661, the date of her brother's 
^V will, with children and grandchildren. Richard Baldwin, the only son of 
^ Rie hard, made his will 5 Aug. 1661, calling himself of BeaoonsSeld, cu. 
I Bucks, "Gentleman." Aa the will is important as regards the other por- 

tion of thie narrative, 1 give a full abstract : 

To be buried in Beaoonsfield Churchyard, where my father was buried — 
to my sister Elizabeth Watkinn an annuity of £10, and my brewhouse in 
Agmondesham, for life, with reversion at her death to her oldest son John 
Watkins — to John son of said John Watkins £300. when 91 — to Henry 
Watkins my sister's son £5. and £20 per annum for life— to Anne Merri* 
due my sister's grandchild £100. when 21 — to Mizaheth Baldwin my sister's 
daughter £5. and to all her children living at her death, or when she shall 
befortyyearsof age£200. among them— tomy aoniu law Bd ward Baldwin, 
EsQoire, and Elisabeth his wifo, each £5.— to Thomas, my uncle Mr. John 
Baldwin's son £5 ; to Hieliard Baldwin, my uncle's grandchild £50 when 
31: to bis daughter Lane £90, his daughter Clarke £10, hia daughter 
Mitchell £20, and to my Aunt Baldwin £10.— lo my cousin Mrs, Isubell 
Day £20— to cousin Mr. William fisher's children £50. equally when 31 
— to my cousin Mrs. Mary Reynolds £20 — to my cousin Mrs, Rebecca 
FiJpott £30 — to the children of my cousin Mrs. Anne Roberta deceaaed 
£30— to my cousin Mr. John Baldwin of Harvill £50— to ray aunt Mrs. 

I Rebecca Applebeo £30— to my son in law Mr. Oeorge Turfrey £300-^to 
my said sun in law Mr. Edward Baldwin and bis heirs forever my capital 
messuajM i;o. called WiltonSj where I now dwell, in Beaoonsfield albre- 
Biud (with other lands, particularly described), also to him and my wife 
the residueof allmy peraonalty, and I appoint them joint eKCCutors. 
The will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, II Deo. 
1601, by said Edward Baldwio, the relict Suaanna renouncing the eKeou- 
tion thereof. 
Tbia Riobard Baldwin's wife was Susanna, widow of Richard Turfrey of 
( London. Her daughter, Elizabeth 'Turfrey, was the wife of Edward Ifcild- 

■win, Esij., Beneber of the Inner Tomplo, described in the former part of 
this narrative as the Vth in the descent of the Dundridge line. The rela- 
tionship between this Richard and Edward had by this time become very 
distant, and it is curious bow the latter thus became enriched by marrying 
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the dau ji^hter of the wife of his childless kiDsman . The connection between 
these two Baldwins, both of fieaconsfield, and one calling the other his 
son-inlaw, was at first very puzzling, and the mvstery was not cleared up 
until after a good deal of labor and research. This Kichard Baldwin had 
evidently acquired a considerable fortune as a brewer, perhaps increased 
by his marriage, and, having purchased a handsome country seat^ and thoa 
brought himself on a level with the landed gentry, considered himself en- 
titled to be described in his will as a ** Gentleman," a title which I need 
hardly say would not have been recognized at the College of Arms. 

4. John Baldwin, of whom hereafter. 

5. Sylvester, who was baptized at Aston Olinton 14 April. 1590. He was still 

living at the date of his father's will in 1618-19, but 1 have found no trace 
of him after that date. 

6. Agnes, who was baptized at Aston Clinton 29 Dec. 1583. In her iather^s 

will, 1618-19, she is named as Agnes Bowler, but I find nothing later about 
her. 
The children of Thomas Baldwin by his second wife Jane H^le were : 

7. Robert, > of neither of whom do I find anything after the date of^ their fath* 

8. Jane, ) ®i^'s will, 1618-19, when both were living under age. 

We now return to the fourth son of Thomas Baldwin by his first 
wife, Rebecca, viz. : 

IV. John Baldwin, who was baptized at Aston Clinton, 15 Decem- 
ber, 1588, and was named in his father's will in 1618-19. His will, 
as of Chipping "Wycombe, co. Bucks, ironmonger, dated 2 March, 
1659-60, was proved 12 Feb. 1660-1, in the Archdeaconry Court 
of Bucks, by his son Thomas. He named his vnfe Elizabeth, and 
his other children, viz., John Baldwin, of Harvill, Elizabeth Lane, 
widow, Anne wife of John Clarke, and Margery wife of Robert 
Mitchell. All these are named in the will of Qieir cousin Richard 
Baldwin of Beaconsfield, dated 5 Aug. 1661. The eldest son, 

V. Thomas Baldwin, his father's executor in 1560-1, made his will 
21 May, 1666, describing himself as of Chipping Wycombe, " Hemp- 
dresser." He named his mother Elizabeth, his wife Mary, his son 
Richard and his daughter Mary. The will is the original one, filed 
in the Archdeaconry Court of Bucks, and has no record of probate 
attached. The daughter Mary was not twenty at its date. The son, 

VI. Richard Baldwin, was named in the will of his father's cousin, 
Richard Baldwin of Beaconsfield, in 1661, and was under twenty- 
one at the date of his father's will. 

I have thus brought down the history of the line of John Baldwin of the 
Hayle, brother of the first Richard of Dundridge, to a period considerably 
later than the emigration of any of the Baldwins of New England, and we 
fail to find any John Baldwin who by any possibility could have been 
the John of Norwich. Therefore, as there seems to be a strong trar 
dition, if no positive proof, that he was a near relative of those of the Dun- 
dridge line, I think we must fall back upon the one I have already indicat- 
ed as being the one the circumstances of whose case present the strongest 
amount of probability. 

Probably a good deal more might be learned about both lines by a care- 
ful examination of all the parish registers in the vicinity of Aston Clinton, 
and by systematically investigating the histories of the various families with 
which they intermarried. This would of course necessitate a vast amount 
of time, labor and expense which could not be embraced within the scope 
of the present inquiry. 

London^ 18tA February , 1878. 



